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PROBLEM: FORCED DIVERSITY, TOKENISM, AND RACE-SWAPPING ARE 
NEGATIVELY IMPACTING SUPERHERO MOVIES & SIMILAR 
BLOCKBUSTERS

● Claim that going woke is causing the downfall 
of superhero blockbusters

● Ties to culture war & woke-washing



MILES MORALES SPIDER-MAN

● Terrible reception when first introduced
- Sales figures & “Comicsgate”

● One of the most recognizable/profitable 
characters/franchises 12 years later



MANY OTHER EXAMPLES



HYPOTHESIS: AUTHENTIC AND WELL-EXECUTED REPRESENTATION 
LEADS TO POSITIVE AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT, CULTURAL IMPACT, AND 
FINANCIAL SUCCESS

● Dixon, T., Weeks, K., & Smith, M.  (2019). “Media Constructions of Culture, Race, and 
Ethnicity.”

● Johnson, Tyler, and Funnell, Lisa. (2022). “ Nobody does it better: Identity, ideology, and the 
future of James Bond.” 

● Żerebecki, B. G., Opree, S. J., Hofhuis, J., & Janssen, S. (2021). ”Can TV shows promote 
acceptance of sexual and ethnic minorities? A literature review of television effects on 
diversity attitudes.”

● Potential Directions:
- Better Marketing? Less Emphasis on the “Woke” features?



THANK YOU!

● Questions? Feedback?
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